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Earth Temple provides social
services on ecumenical basis

By R.C. BOURNEA
and Post SIaff Writer

Earth Temple, & non-fnom. religlous.
orlented organization, will be implemaent-
ing ke third annua) Toys for Chrisimas
Kids program. On Christmas Eve, Satur-
dar. . 24, noon-2 p.m,, Earth Te mple
volunteers wik distribule toya to needy
chiddren &t the Eldon W. Ward Branch,
130 W. Woodland Ave. Any famlly with &
current Akl to Dependent Children 1D
card I8 eliglble 10 recelve fres toys,

1984 marksthe {18t year Earth Temple
is registered wilh the Ohlo Allorney
GQeneral's Offloe - Charllable
Organizalion's raglelry and the Colum-
bus City Councll Clerk's regletry of
chweh and non-profit social service or-
ganizalion,

.Anthony Hodge, founder and director

- ol Earth Temple, slaried the m‘a for
Christmas Kids program because *i don'l

_have any children 8o | felt compelied and

¢ mollvated todo somethingfor otherklds.*

" .: ToyaforChristmas Kkis Is one ofthree
programs Earh Temple adminisirates.

Thae others are G.0.D. (Gel Off Dm%a). a
drug rehabllitation program, and Unilalth
Crusade, an eforl to (nstlll religlous
_values In youth,
Earth Temple, pastored by the ASY
JovemeDlirzwrd, offers spiritual classes
by appolntment and hotds varlous sem:
nars. "We're located out ol a small
resldentlal atruciure on a couple of adred
;0 tand in the Berwick area, In exchange
for donations we offer splritual educalion
and gukiance away from drugs, violencq
.and povarty.” - '
' Thechurchocombinea several different

* tellglous phllosophles, The princlples of

Chrlellann(, Hehrew, Buddhism and
istam are taught, with the ecumenical
term Jahilah used for God. A pyramid-
ghaped learning tree Is the basis for In
giruction In Earth Templa's classes. The
organizalion has qoalo of bullding &
ryramldoahaped facliity In Columbus as
t expands over the next several years,
o drup rehabllitation program has
heen very successiul, Hodge sald,
‘Wa've golten dozens of people off of
hard drugs, mainly crack cocalne, Mot

of these people. have. trled everylhing
elae and besn through several lrealment
centars and after comln%lhrough lhe
educallonal programe and learning steps
thal we prescribe” they are able to rebulld
thelr lives.

Earth Temple offers addicls alterna-
tives to drugs such as skling, scuba
diving, even gourmet food, anylhing to
provide extreme slimulation o the brain
slr}ge addiction i3 so extreme, Hodge
gald,

*We sugges! whatever a person s
dolng to suppor the drug hablt {excep!
drug or other ciime-related aclivily) lo
keep doing It with a clean mind,” Hadge
added. *(The addicis) are saving thelr
lives. It has to be taken back, somalimes
with force agalnst former assoclales who
don't want to see you get stralght.”

ANTHONY HODGE, founder and dbrec-
tor of Earth Temple, wili be pasalng out

toys to needy chlldren on Christinas
Eve.

that change Is possible, recovery cannol
begrln.' sald Hodge.

he organization I8 In need ol volun-
teers and donallons, To get involved with
Earth Tomple, call 231-5596 or write P.O.

Box 272100, Columbus, Ohlo 43227-
272100,

Changlng the addict's mentalily I8 the
(irst atep to recovery, sald Hodge, *We
have & great |dea thal has proven iisell.
We've showed many people that a
change was posslblo. Unlil one belleves




